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The National Law Jo urn a lcalls him one
of America’s“most prominent First
Amendment lawyers”and one of the
top 10 trial lawyers in the nation.He
has taught at Yale and Columbia; writ-
ten five books; appeared on A B C ,N B C ,
CBS, Fox,and cable TV; been written
up in TheNY Times, The Los Angeles
Times, and TheWashington Post. He
has represented and advocated on
behalf of political dissidents Nelson
M a n d e l a ,Va c l av Have l ,Daniel Ellsberg,
and Andrei Sakharov.

Garbus’latest book,The Next 25
Years, analyzes what is happening to
the Supreme Court and exposes the
Bush administration’s grip over the
judiciary as a clear and present dan-
ger to the basic legal and moral assum-
ptions of our democracy.

Nadine Strossen,President of the
ACLU, says: “If you haven’t read The
Next 25 Years, you may wake up one
morning and ask,‘What happened to
America?’This is a clarion cry to every
American to act before our constitu-
tional way of life is all but a distant
memory.”

Abuse of Executive Power:
Topic for 2007 Annual Meeting

The president acted outside the rule of law by authorizing the secret National
Security Agency (NSA) eavesdropping program. It’s time for the courts and
Congress to restore checks and balances.  The “inherent powers” of the president
do not include the ability to conduct a warrantless, indefinite and unlimited
domestic surveillance campaign that is expressly prohibited by law.

In a landmark ruling in August 2006, U.S. District Court Judge Anna
Diggs Taylor found that the NSA’s warrantless spying program violates our
rights to free speech and privacy under the First and Fourth Amendments of the
Constitution. Judge Taylor also found that the program violates the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) and the doctrine of separation of powers.
Because the government had already acknowledged and defended the program at
length, Judge Taylor rejected the government’s argument that the case could not
proceed because of concerns that “state secrets” would be revealed.

The ACLU has obtained thousands of documents revealing that the FBI
gathered information about peace activists and recruited confidential informants
inside lawful advocacy organizations like Greenpeace and PETA. The Pentagon
used resources specifically designated to fight terrorism to monitor anti-war pro-
testers and peaceful demonstrations against military recruitment.  The inability
to communicate freely has crippled lawyers from representing their clients effec-
tively, and made it impossible for journalists and scholars to guarantee confiden-
tiality to sources and activists.  In January 2007, we learned that the president
had claimed the unprecedented authority to open Americans’mail without a war-
rant. In the same month, news reports revealed that the Pentagon and CIA are
using “National Security Letters” without oversight or judicial approval to col-
lect the financial records of Americans.  

While the Bush administration has recently backed down somewhat, the
Constitutional problems with the president’s actions remain unaddressed. He still
claims “inherent authority” to engage in warrantless eavesdropping and nothing
can stop him from resuming warrantless surveillance tomorrow. Only an order
from the court saying that the president cannot violate the law would prevent
that from happening.  As Justice Sandra Day O’Connor wrote in Hamdi v.
Rumsfeld, “a state of war is not a blank check for the President when it comes to
the rights of the Nation’s citizens.”                 Linda Berns,Executive Director

Please join the NYCLU Lower Hudson Valley
Chapter for our annual meeting on March 27th at
7:00 PM,at the Ethical Culture Society, 7 Saxon
Wood Road, in White Plains. Udi Ofer, field direc-
tor and legislative counsel for the NYCLU,will be
the featured speaker. He will speak about grow-
ing, unchecked executive power.

leading trial lawyer
Martin Garbus,
speaks out on the

Supreme Court on Tuesday, June
5,at the Crowne Plaza Hotel. 
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Dinner honoree,

NYCLU/LHV Annual Dinner
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Essay Contest 

The Winning Essay: Terrorism and the Violation of Civil Liberties
byAnu Lingala,Clarkstown South High School,Rockland County

The 215th Anniversary of the adoption of the Bill of Rights as part of the United States Constitution was
marked with a commemorative event on December 15th, Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s
Historic Site in Mt. Vernon. Over 125 students from Mt. Vernon High School,New Rochelle High School,
Peekskill High School and Clarkstown South High School in Rockland County attended and participated
extensively.

There were speakers, Mayo Bartlett and Don Doernberg, both lawyers, on the topic of hate speech,
Hip Hop,and the First Amendment.The program also featured remarks by David Osborne,Site Director of
St. Paul’s Historic Site, and a reading of the Bill of Rights by the students from the attending high schools.

St. Paul’s Church is the National Historic Site where the contested election of 1733 took place.
John Peter Zenger, a newspaper publisher, was arrested when he reported that the election was rigged, the
first recorded voting rights violation in the country. He is now remembered as one of the country’s earliest
fighters on behalf of freedom of the press.

We received 94 essays and poems
for our contest. Entrants wrote in
defense of a civil liberty guaranteed
by the Bill of Rights, especially one
that is presently threatened or com-
promised by our government’s actions.
Topics were about freedom of speech,
the right to a speedy and public trial,
and freedom from illegal search. Entries
were from the following schools: In
Westchester County: Croton, Peek-

skill, Yonkers; in Rockland County:
North Rockland High School and
C l a r k s t o w nSouth High School; in
Orange County: Valley Central High
School in Montgomery. We integrated
the awards ceremony with our cele-
bration of Bill of Rights Day.

Anu Lingala of Clarkstown South
High School earned first place with an
essay on the importance of protecting
people from illegal search and seizure.
Jamelah Zidan of Peekskill High School
won second place with a poem demon-

strating the significance of our right
to a fair and speedy trial. Jabbar
Richmond of Lincoln High School
in Yonkers won third place with an
essay questioning the expansive
powers given to the government
under the USA PATRIOT Act. 

The three winners received their
monetary awards of $350, $150, and
$100, respectively, at St. Paul’s His-
toric site, a very fitting venue.

Linda Berns

In his first address to the nation fol-
lowing the terrorist attacks of Sep-

tember 11th, 2001, President George
W. Bush declared America the
“brightest beacon for freedom and
opportunity in the world,” and avowed
that nobody “would keep that light
from shining.” 

However, within days of affirm-
ing the need to maintain strength in
freedom and opportunity, the Presi-
dent’s administration sought several
new powers which threaten to desta-
bilize the civil liberties essential to
democracy. These civil liberties are

fundamental rights protected by law
against unwanted governmental inter-
ference. In an effort to protect A m e r i c a
from terrorism, the civil liberty pro-
tecting citizens from illegal search
and seizure is one of those which
have been incongruously threatened. 

The Fourth Amendment of the
The Bill of Rights provides citizens of
the United States of America with the
“right…to be secure…against unrea-
sonable searches and seizures.” This
right, along with other civil liberties,
is essential to the citizens of a democ-
racy like ours. The fourth amendment

implies the right to one’s privacy, a
right that has long been taken for
granted by Americans. Access to our
personal information has been made
readily available by the government
and supported by the infiltration of
technology in our lives. 

New technological advance-
ments such as the internet permit our
personal and business information to
be linked, transferred, shared, and
filed without our knowledge or con-
sent. Such advancements were initial-
ly meant to benefit Americans, but 

cont. on page 4

Bill of Rights Day Commemoration
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BALLOT for 2007 NYCLU-LHV ELECTION of OFFICERS and BOARD

Officers
(one-year terms)

Chair
! Arlene R. Popkin

Vice Chairs (elect two)
! Dr. Lonnie Barnes
! Luis Quiros

Secretary
! L awrence Gru n b e r g e r

Treasurer
! Florence Roher

Board Members
(two-year terms) 

ELECT 10

! Marianne Artusio

! Charles Auerbach

! Mayo Bartlett

! Faith Evans

! John A. Humbach

! Joanne Prinzivalli

! Winston Ross

! Stacy Sewell

! Lynn Sheinkin

! Ralph M. Stein

! Kenneth Tuccillo

PLEASE VOTE FOR NO MORE 
THAN THE NUMBER TO BE 
ELECTED.

JOINT MEMBERS MAY EACH
VOTE ON THE SAME BALLOT.

Mail Your Ballot to:
S e c r e t a ry, N Y C L U / L H V, 297 Knollwood Road 
Suite 217,White Plains, N ew York 10607 

( To ensure that only ACLU members vote,
please cut out your mailing address and tape
it as your return address on the envelope.) 
OR:
Bring Your Ballot to the Annual Meeting and 
E l e c t i o n: Ethical Culture Society, 7 Saxon Wo o d
R d . ,White Plains,on March 27,2 0 0 7 ,7:00 PM.

ALL BALLOTS MUST BE RECEIVED 
BY MARCH 27,2007

Election Biographies: NYCLU/LHV Officers and Board of Directors

Officers
(Terms to expire in 2008)

Chair
ARLENE R. POPKIN,Esq.,Incumbent.
Former Vice Chair of NYCLU/LHV; member of
board of NYCLU; Senior Trial Counsel,Legal
Aid Society of Westchester County.

Vice Chairpersons
DR. LONNIE BARNES,JR.,Incumbent.
Retired teacher. First Vice President of
Westchester Community Opportunity Program.
Former adjunct professor at Iona and Monroe
Colleges,New Rochelle.

LUIS QUIROS,M.P.A, M.S.W., Incumbent.
WESCOP chairperson; sociology faculty,
Fordham University; social worker; community
activist,and political columnist for El Aguila.

Secretary
LAWRENCE GRUNBERGER,Incumbent.
Former Chairperson of NYCLU/LHV. Physicist,
technical writer, editor.

Treasurer
FLORENCE ROHER,Incumbent.
Accountant.NYCLU/LHV Volunteer.

Members of Board of Directors
(Terms to expire in 2009)

MARIANNE ARTUSIO, Esq.,Incumbent.
Director of Clinical Education,Touro College,
Jacob Fuchsberg Law Center.

CHARLES AUERBACH
ACLU member since 1972.Co-Founder, Don

Aux Associates,Management Consultants.
Thirty-eight-year career as Sales and
Marketing Consultant.Volunteer NYCLU/LHV.
Director of Public Relations,Westchester
SCORE,volunteer business counseling service
for small businesses.

MAYO BARTLETT, Esq.,Incumbent.
Attorney in private practice in White Plains,
former Chief of the Bias Crimes unit of the 
District Attorney’s office.Vice-Chair of the
Westchester County Human Rights
Commission; founding member of WeAre
Westchester, a coalition of not-for-profit 
organizations that focus on social justice.

FAITH EVANS, Incumbent.
Long-time community and civil rights activist
and organizer from Hastings.Masters in
Library Science.Active in Concerned Families
of Westchester. Co-organizer of Citizens for
Voting Integrity.

JOHN A. HUMBACH,Esq.
Professor, Pace Law School.Active on social
issues,primarily environmental in past but
more recent interests in direction of civil 
liberties.

JOANNE PRINZIVALLI, Esq.,Incumbent.
Attorney. Human rights activist,Director of the
NewYork Transgender Rights Organization
(NYTRO),and serves on several other boards.
She lives in White Plains.

WINSTON ROSS, Incumbent.
Executive Director of Westchester Community
Opportunity Program.Formerly Regional

Director, NYS NAACP; past chair, NYS Social
Work Board.Board member of NYCLU; ACSW.
STACY SEWELL, Incumbent.
Associate Professor of History, St.Thomas
Aquinas College,Sparkill,NY. Teaches
American Women’s History, U.S. Race
Relations,and Cultural Studies.Research and
publications have dealt with the civil rights
and birth control movements.

LYNN SHEINKIN,Incumbent.
Licensed social worker from Rockland County;
psychotherapy practice (since 1980); trainer
and program developer on work to end sex-
ism,racism,and heterosexism; Vice Chair of
Rockland Stop F.E.A.R.Coalition; area coordi-
nator for Amnesty International.

RALPH M. STEIN,Esq.
Senior faculty member at Pace University
School of Law with experience practicing civil
liberties and with teaching Constitutional law
for over 30 years.Served on Civil Rights
Committee of the Anti-Defamation League.
Founding sponsor of the Pro Bono Society of
the NYC Bar Association.Major area of civil
interest is the First Amendment.

KENNETH TUCCILLO, Esq.
Appellate attorney and litigator in criminal
defense and family law cases in state and
federal courts for over 15 years.Drafted and
argued several appeals that have change dthe
law in federal appellate courts regarding the
constitutional and procedural rights of criminal
defendants.
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have instead been utilized in unso-
licited investigation of our personal
records. Through this investigation,
our right to privacy has been signifi-
cantly undermined. 

Since the attacks on September 
11th, our nation has been under con-
stant surveillance by the government.
After the attacks, the Congress passed
a complex, 342-page piece of legisla-
tion known as the U.S. Patriot Act.
This act assists the FBI’s ability to
access private phone calls, voice-mail,
e-mail, and other forms of electronic
communication, and thus violates the
privacy of citizens of the United

States. Many Americans also agree
that their right to privacy is being
diminished by increasing airport secu-
rity. Airlines have dramatically boost-
ed their security procedures following
September 2001. For instance, frisk-
ing is now commonplace in airports
as a security measure that individuals
must tolerate before boarding planes.
In these ways, the government has
infringed upon our right to privacy.

The threats to our privacy in
response to terrorism, such as the
Patriot Act and modified airport secu-
rity, have seriously belittled our trust
in the American democracy. This was

a principal mistake on the part of the
government because our democracy 
relies considerably on public opinion.
Though certain measures must be taken
to protect our nation, our privacy must
also be protected. This privacy is
promised to us in the Fourth Amend-
ment, along with our right against
search and seizure without warrant. 

Americans must question to what
extent we will sacrifice our civil liber-
ties for security. Our right to privacy,
in addition to our other civil liberties,
must be defended against the threats
posed by attempts to protect our nation
against terrorism. 

The Winning Essay: Terrorism and the Violation of Civil Liberties
cont. from page 2


