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Abuseof Executiv®ower
Topicfor 2007 AnnuaMeeting

Please join the NYCLULower Hudson Valley
Chapter for our annual meeting on March 27th at
7:00 PM, at the Ethical Culture Society, 7 Saxon
Wood Road, in White Plains. Udi Ofer, field direc-
tor and legislative counsel for the NYCLU will be
the featured speaker. He will speak about grow-
ing, unchecked executive power.

The presidenictedoutsidethe rule of law by authorizingthe secretNational
SecurityAgency(NSA) eavesdroppingrogram.It’s time for the courtsand
Congresgo restorechecksandbalances.The “inherentpowers”of the president
do notincludethe ability to conducta warrantlessindefinite andunlimited
domesticsurveillancecampaigrthatis expresslyprohibitedby law.

In alandmarkruling in August2006,U.S. District Court JudgeAnna
Diggs Taylor foundthatthe NSA's warrantlesspyingprogramviolatesour
rightsto free speectandprivacy underthe Firstand FourthAmendment®f the
Constitution.JudgeTaylor alsofoundthatthe programviolatesthe Foreign
IntelligenceSurveillanceAct (FISA) andthe doctrineof separatiorof powers.
Becauseghe governmenhadalreadyacknowledge@dnddefendedhe programat
length,JudgeTaylor rejectedthe governmens argumentthatthe casecould not
proceedecaus®f concernghat“statesecrets’would berevealed.

TheACLU hasobtainedthousand®f documentsevealingthatthe FBI
gatherednformationaboutpeaceactivistsandrecruitedconfidentialinformants
insidelawful advocacyorganizationdike GreenpeacandPETA. ThePentagon
usedresourcespecificallydesignatedo fight terrorismto monitor anti-warpro-
testersandpeacefuldemonstrationagainstmilitary recruitment. Theinability
to communicatdreely hascrippledlawyersfrom representingheir clientseffec
tively, andmadeit impossiblefor journalistsandscholargo guaranteeonfiden
tiality to sourcesaandactivists. In January2007,we learnedthatthe president
hadclaimedthe unprecedenteduthorityto openAmericans’mail without a war-
rant.In the samemonth,newsreportsrevealedhatthe PentagorandCIA are
using“National SecurityLetters”without oversightor judicial approvalto col-
lectthe financialrecordsof Americans.

While the Bushadministratiorhasrecentlybackeddownsomewhatthe
Constitutionalproblemswith the president actionsremainunaddressede still
claims“inherentauthority” to engagen warrantlesgeavesdroppingndnothing
canstophim from resumingwarrantlessurveillancgomorrow Only anorder
from the courtsayingthatthe presidentannotviolate the law would prevent
thatfrom happening.As JusticeSandraDay O’Connorwrotein Hamdiv.
Rumsfeld,“a stateof war is not a blank checkfor the Presidentvhenit comesto
therightsof the Nation’s citizens.” Linda Berns, Executive Director

2007 Annual
Dinner honoree,

leading trial lawyer
Matin Garbus,

speak®utonthe
Suprem€our onTuesdaylune
5, atthe Cowne Haza Hitel

TheNatimal lawbunalcallshimone
of America“mostprominerfirst
Amendmerawyers”’andoneofthe
top 10 triallawvyersin thenationHe
hastaughtatYaleandColumbiayrit
tenfive books; agppeaedon ABCNBC,
CBSFoxandcableTVheenwritten
upin TheNYTimesTheLosAngles
TimesandTheAashingtoiostHe
hasrepresenteshdadocatedn
behalof politicadissidentslelson
Mandelaacla Hael,DanielHIskeg,
andAndrebakhano

Garbudatestbook,TheNex25
Years, analyzeghatis happenintp
theSuprem€ourandexposethe
Bushadministratiagyip overthe
judiciay asa clearandpresentian
gerto the basc legal and moral assum
ptionsof ourdemocracy

NadineStrosserPresiderdfthe
ACLUsgys If youhaen'treadThe
NexP5 eas, youma/ wakeupone
mornin@gndask, Whatappenetb
AmericaThids a clariorcry to every
Americato actbeforeurconstitu
tionalwey of lifeis all buta distant
memoy’

NYCLU/LFA\hnuaDinner
Tuesdaylunes, 2007
Cocktailsit 6 PMDinneat 7 PM
Crown®lazaHotel
66 HaleAve.WhitePlainsNY

(formoeinfocall914-997-7479)

NYCLU/LHV Serving Dutchess,Orange,Putnam, Rockland, Sullivan, Ulster and Westchester Counties




Page?2

Bill of RightsDay Commemation

The 215th Anniversary of the adoption of the Bill of Rights as part of the United States Constitution was
marked with a commemorative event on December 15th, Fiday, from 10 a.m.to 12:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s
Historic Site in Mt. Vernon. Over125 students from Mt. Vlernon High School,New Rochelle High School,
Peekskill High Schooland Clarkstown South High Schoolin Rockland County attended and participated
extensively

There were speakers, Mayo Bartlett and Don Doernberg both lawyers, on the topic of hate speech,
Hip Hop, and the First Amendment. The program also featured remarks by David Osborne,Site Director of
St. Paul’s Historic Site, and a reading of the Bill of Rights by the students from the attending high schools.

St. Paul’s Church is the National Historic Site where the contested election of 1733 took place.
John Peter Zenger, a newspaper publisher, was arrested when he reported that the election was rigged, the
first recorded voting rights violation in the country. He is now remembered as one of the country’s earliest

fighters on behalf of freedom of the press.

Ess& Contest

We receivedos essayandpoems
for our contest Entrantswrotein
defenseof acivil liberty guaranteed
by the Bill of Rights,especiallyone
thatis presentlythreatenear com
promised by our governmert’s adions.
Topicswereaboutfreedomof speech,
theright to a speedyandpublic trial,
and freedom from illecdl search. Entries
werefrom thefollowing schoolsin
Westcheste€ounty:Croton,Peek-

skill, Yonkers;in RocklandCounty:
North Rodkland High Sclool and
Clarkstowrsouh High Sclod; in
Orange County: Valley CentralHigh
Schoolin Montgomery We integrated
theawardsceremonywith our cele
brationof Bill of RightsDay.

Anu Lingalaof ClarkstownSouth
High Schoolearnedirst placewith an
essayon theimportanceof protecing
people fromillegal seach andseizure.
Jamelah Zidan of Peekskill High Sdhool
won secnd placewith a poem demon-

stratingthe significanceof our right
to afair andspeedytrial. Jabbar
Richmondof Lincoln High School
in Yonkerswon third placewith an
essayguestioninghe expansive
powersgivento the government
underthe USA PATRIOT Act.

Thethreewinnersreceivedheir
monetaryawardsof $350,$150,and
$100,respectivelyat St. Paul's His-
toric site,averyfitting venue.

Linda Berns

Thewinningessaylerorismandthe Violatiorof CivilLibeties
by AnuLingla,ClarkstonSouthHighSchoolRocklan@ounty

| n his first addresgo the nationfol-

lowing theterroristattacksof Sep-
temberllith, 2001,PresidentGeoge
W. BushdeclaredAmericathe
“brightestbeacorfor freedomand
opportunity in theword,” ard avowed
thatnobody“would keepthatlight
from shining.”

However within daysof affirm-
ing the needto maintainstrengthin
freedomandopportunity the Presi-
dents administratiorsoughtseveral
new powerswhich threaterno desta
bilize thecivil libertiesessentiato
democracyThesecivil libertiesare

fundamentatights protectedoy law
againstunwantedyovernmentainter-
ference. In aneffort to protectAmerica
from terrorism,thecivil liberty pro-
tectingcitizensfrom illegal search
andseizureis oneof thosewhich
havebeenincongruoushthreatened.
The FourthAmendmenof the
TheBill of Rightsprovidescitizensof
the United Statesof Americawith the
“right...to besecure...againstnrea
sonablesearchesandseizures.This
right, alongwith othercivil liberties,
is essentiato the citizensof a demoe
racylike ours.Thefourthamendment

impliestheright to one’s privacy, a
right thathaslong beentakenfor
grantedby Americans Accessto our
personainformationhasbeenmade
readilyavailableby the government
andsupportedy theinfiltration of
technologyin our lives.
Newtechnologicabdvance
mentssuchastheinternetpermitour
personabndbusinessnformationto
belinked, transferredsharedand
filed without our knowledgeor con
sent.Suchadvancementaereinitial-
ly meantto benefitAmericans put
cont. on page 4
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ElectiorBiogaphiesNYCLU/LH\OfficersandBoardof Directors

Officers
(emsto expireén 2008)
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Treasurer

FLORENCROHER]|ncumbent.
AccountanY CLU/LNdMunteer
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MARIANNEARTUSIQESQ.,Incumbent.
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JacoliFuchsbeigav Center
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DistricAttorngs officeMce-Chainfthe
WestchesteCountyHumarRights
Commissiofgundingnembeof\W\é Are
Westchestea coalitiorof not-for-profit
organizatioisatfocusonsociajustice.

FAITHEVANS Incumbent.
Long-timeommunitgindcivilrightsactivist
andorgnizefromHastingdMastern
Libray SciencéActiven Conceredramilies
of Westcheste€o-organizefCitizensor
\btinglntegity

JOHNA. HUMBACHESQ.
ProfesspiPacel.av SchoolActie onsocial
issuesprimarilgnvironmential pastbut
morerecentnterestin directiorof civil
libeties.

JOANNEPRINZIMALLL Esqg.,Incumbent.
Attorng HumamightsactivistDirectoof the
NevYorkFansgndeRight©Orgnization
(NYT®),andseresonseeralotheoards.
Shelivesin WhitePlains.

WINSDONROSS Incumbent.
ExecutaDirectoofWestchesteCommunity
OppaunityProgam.Forméy Regional

DirectoNYNALPpastchaiyNY Social
WorkBoardBoardmembeof NYCLBCSW

STACY SEWELL Incumbent.
AssociatProfessafHistoy, St. Thomas
Aquinagolleg, SparkillNYeaches
Americabmers Histoy, US Race
RelationgndCulturaStudiesResearcand
publicationsae dealtwiththecivilrights
andbirth contromoements.

LYNNSHEINKIN]ncumbent.
LicensedocialworkrfromRocklan@ounty;
psychothergpracticgsincel 980);trainer
andprograndeelopeonworkto endsex
ism,racismandheterosexisivice Chailof
Rocklan&topFE.A.RCoalitiorareacoordi
natorforAmnestintenational.

RALPHM. STEINESsq.
Seniofacultynembeat PacdJniersity
Schoobf Lavwithexperiengaracticingivil
libetiesandwithteachin@onstitutionkw
forover30 yearsSeredonCiviRights
CommitteeftheAnti-Defamatideague.
FoundingponsooftheProBonadSocietyf
theNY BarAssociatioiMajorareaof civil
interests theArstAmendment.

KENNETHUCCILLESq.
Appellatattoney andlitigatorin criminal
defensandfamiljlawcasesn stateand
federatouts forower15 yearsDraftecnd
aigledseerd appealsthathae changdthe
lawin federahppellateouts regardinthe
constitutionandproceduralghtof criminal
defendants.
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Thewinningessaylerorismandthe Violatiorof CivilLibeties

cont. from page 2

haveinsteadbeenutilized in unse
licited investigationof our personal
records.Throughthis investigation,
our right to privacy hasbeensignifi-
cantlyundermined.

Sincethe attackson September
11th, our nationhasbeenundercon
stantsurveillanceby the government.
After theattacksthe Congresgassed
acomplex,342-pagepieceof legisla
tion knownasthe U.S. PatriotAct.
This actassistghe FBI's ability to
accessprivate phone cals, voicemail,
e-mail,andotherforms of electronic
communicationandthusviolatesthe
privacy of citizensof the United

StatesMany Americansalsoagree
thattheir right to privacyis being
diminishedby increasingairportsecu
rity. Airlines havedramaticallyboost
edtheir securityproceduregollowing
SeptembeR001.For instancefrisk-
ing is now commonplacén airports
asa securitymeasurehatindividuals
musttoleratebeforeboardingplanes.
In theseways,thegovernmenhas
infringedupon our right to privacy.
Thethreatsto our privacyin
responseo terrorism,suchasthe
PatriotAct andmodifiedairportsecu
rity, haveseriouslybelittled our trust
in theAmericandemocracyThis was

a principal mistakeon the partof the
governmenbecauseur democracy
reliesconsiderablyon public opinion.
Though cettain measuresmust be taken
to protectour nation,our privacy must
alsobe protectedThis privacyis
promisedto usin the FourthAmend-
ment,alongwith our right against
searchandseizurewithout warrant.

Americansmustquestionto what
extentwe will sacrificeour civil liber-
tiesfor security Ourright to privacy,
in additionto our othercivil liberties,
mustbe defendedagainsthethreats
posedby attemptgo protectour nation
againsterrorism.



